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On 28th August 2008, 33 young people from 6 youth work organisations came
together to discuss poverty, its causes and how they felt about poverty in
Sunderland and the UK.

A range of innovative and traditional techniques were used to raise and discuss
issues on the day including a session involving interactive electronic voting; a
new tool which allows for immediate and anonymous consultation with the ability
to answer set questions and receive immediate feedback, also via instant text
messaging and personal responses.

Split into 2 sessions, part 1 asked questions to establish general statistics and
background information regarding the lives of young people growing up in
Sunderland and their every day experiences school and activities.

Part 2 was carried out at the end of the day and concentrated on young people’s
views around Government Policy to end Child Poverty by 2020, and their
solutions in they were in charge of Child Poverty.

Group work discussions centred on specific themes around the main causes of
poverty, and young people used an interactive jigsaw map to give their views in
which areas of Sunderland were poor, and asked them to think about what
changes could be made to make these areas better for children and young
people.

A short DVD portraying the consultation process has been produced by Chris
Foreman, City of Sunderland Community ICT and can be accessed via our
website www.svsyf.org




Introduction

In March 1999, Tony Blair pledged to end child poverty within a
generation, later clarified as being by 2020

“Our historic aim will be for ours to be the first generation to end child poverty forever, and it will
take a generation. It is a twenty-year mission, but | believe it can be done.”

The Government committed itself to cut child poverty by a ¥4 between 1998/99
and 2004/05, and by half by 2010/11. There is wide political support for tackling
child poverty. The three major British parties are signed up to the 2020 goal.

The Government missed its first child poverty target of reducing child poverty by
Y2 between 1998/99 and 2004/05. In 1998/99 the number of children in poverty
was 3.4 million, in 2006/07 2.9 million children were poor.

“Child poverty is the scar that demeans Britain”
Gordon Brown, Prime Minister, 1 March 2008 1

The Labour Party made the promise to end child poverty in 1999. It remains
committed to this, and repeatedly and publicly reaffirms its commitment to both
the 2010 and 2020 targets.

Defining and measuring child poverty

“Individuals, families and groups in the population can be said to be in
poverty when they lack the resources to obtain the types of diet, participate
in the activities and have the living conditions and amenities which are
customary, or are at least widely encouraged and approved, in the societies
in which they belong.” 2

Three points are worth emphasising from this well-used definition;

First, that poverty is relative — it is about not having the standard of living
that is typical in a given society and at a given time.

Secondly, resources are central. This means in a capitalist country like the
UK, money is central.

Thirdly, the definition highlights not just basic survival, but the ability to
participate in society.

Child Poverty Figures
Up to date figures portraying child poverty can be obtained form the website
www.dwp.gov.uk/asd/hbai.asp 3

Child poverty rates vary across the UK. On the before housing costs measure,
Inner London (31 per cent) and the North East of England (28 per cent) have the
highest percentage of children poor in the UK. When housing costs have been
accounted for, Inner London has by far the highest rate of child poverty, with
nearly half of all children being poor (48 per cent).



Children at the greatest risk of poverty

Figures are also available showing which groups of children are at greatest risk
of poverty. This is important as the risk of sub-groups of children being poor
varies hugely by household characteristics.

Those children at greatest risk of poverty include: children living in workless
households; children living in a family headed by someone from some minority
ethnic groups (especially someone of Pakistani/Bangladeshi origin); children in
large families; children with a disabled person in the household.

Britain’s place in Europe

In 1999, Britain had the worst record for child poverty in the European Union
(EV). By 2006 (and a larger Union), this had improved markedly (from the worst
performer to joint twenty-first, with Italy, Spain and Lithuania), but still five
percentage points worse than the average.

Reaching the 2010 / 11 target
To meet its 2010/11 target, the Government needs to reduce child poverty from
3.9 million (2006/07) to 1.7 million children by 2010

In context

* 10 million children die every year before their fifth birthday.

* Children growing up in poverty are more likely to leave school at 16 with
fewer qualifications

» Children growing in poverty miss out on many things other children take
for granted — birthday presents, holidays, new toys, new clothes

* 3.9 million Children are living in poverty in the UK — nearly 1/3 of all
children in Britain.

* 1 million children live in severe poverty — these children go without basic
things like warm coats in winter, new shoes. They go to school without
breakfast or go to bed hungry. Many people struggle to heat their homes.

* In the North East of England, nearly 1/3 of children live in poverty
Sunderland has some of the worst poverty in the country.

* In Southwick, nearly ¥z of all families live on benefits — over twice the
national average
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Key findings

The young people who took part in this consultation were enthusiastic, willing to
listen to other peoples points of view and had a real interest in exploring the
issues around child poverty.

During group work discussions it was obvious that the young people related to
many of the discussion topics and were genuinely interested and surprised when
we presented the figures of child poverty for our area — “you could have heard a
pin drop” said one youth worker, “did you see their faces, they were shocked”
said another.

The findings that stood out from the day include;
The importance of having friends (71%), people to talk to and do things
with.
The quality of the environment
Over half wanted more things to do, 44% wanted more sports (indoor and
outdoor, team and individual sports) and 16% wanted to be able to attend
drama / music / dance activities.
There are a range of things that are difficult to afford at school, and this
could have a negative affect on education if young people miss out.
Over %4 thought that their education had not prepared them for the world
of work, although the young people were clear that bad education = low
wages or unemployment = poverty.
Only 3 young people thought the Government would succeed in ending
child poverty by 2020

Recommendations

In terms of the youth population of Sunderland this reports reflects the views of a
relatively small sample of children and young people; however their views are
very important and it's important that senior staff members in Children’s Services
and local politicians need to take action to tackle child poverty as this report
highlights that it continues to affect the young people on a daily basis. Listening
to the young peoples views through this report is central to this.

In particular we would recommend that;
Politicians and senior members consider increased opportunities for
affordable, accessible play and leisure activities in Sunderland especially
after school activities in neighbourhood areas, and ensure these are
widely publicised so all young people know where and when they are on.
Consider investigating the costs associated with attending school
especially the cost of school trips (large and small, in group work we
discussed the fact that day trips were sometimes manageable for
opportunities to travel further afield i.e. London to see a show as part of
theatre studies or to Kenya as part of GCSE Geography were out of reach
to many families) sports equipment, transport and school uniforms.



E-voting Workshops
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Text us your answer

+ |f | was in charge of ending child poverty, |
would do this by.........occoeeicis

SavetheChidren Y

A typical E-voting question

ov

Carol Sexty (Save the (ffln) with her interactiv. e handset

In all, 51 young people (including 15 4UM young people in a separate workshop)
aged 11 - 19 years took part in the e-voting workshop, of which 39% were male
and 61% were female.

Area in which young people live
71% of young people thought the best thing about living in their area was “their
friends”, 25% said their houses and good transport.

53% thought the worst thing was that there weren’t enough places to go or things
to do, with 24% worried about gangs, bullying, or fear of crime.

29% of young people thought the thing that would most improve the area would
be more things to do including more affordable activities, more sports, longer
youth club opening hours, better environment including flowers and clean streets
(11%). 22% identified undesirable people as having a negative effect “chavs”,
“druggies” and “bad neighbours”.

Holidays

Overall 61% of young people took a holiday every year. On comparison 86% of
4Um young people living in care went on holiday compared to 50%o0f young
people at Pit Stop event.

Does your family take a holiday every year? (Pit St op Event) Does your family take a holiday every year/ (4UM)
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School

When asked what things were / are difficult to afford at school 35% of young
people said nothing. 25% school trips, 16% school uniforms.

The things that were difficult to afford at school were .........

school trips show s for sports transportto  school dinner school uniform fags everything food
adults equipment  college/school technology

Only 28% of young people thought that their education had prepared them for the
world of work, and only %2 were able to study the subjects they wanted to at
school / college.

All of the 30% of young people who had been bullied at school said this had
affected how well they actually did at school, and only 8% were offered the
support they needed to cope with the bullying.

1/3 of the workshop had been excluded / suspended from school, ¥z of these
young people thought this incident damaged their education.

Activities

75% of young people took part in activities after school. When asked what
activities they would like to take part in 44% wanted more sports (24% outdoor
sports including football, cricket, rounders and skiing and 10% indoor ports
including gymnastics, swimming, kick-boxing and trampoline). 16% wanted to
take part in drama, dance, or music with only 7% (4 young people) wanting to do
nothing.



Group work exercises
Split into 6 smaller groups, young people worked
on the following themes
- What do you think of when | say the word

poverty?

What do you think of when | say “poverty in the
UK"?

Which groups of people are living in poverty in
the UK?

What is the main cause of poverty in the UK?
Whose responsibility is it to tackle poverty in the
UK?

What could be done to overcome poverty in the
UK?

The group work exercises showed that young people have some strong views on
the causes of poverty.

What do you think of when | say the word poverty?

Unemployment (including benefits and low
incomes)

Disease (including AIDS and those caused
by dirty water)

lifestyle choices

high profile events including Make Poverty
History and those supported by celebrities -
Live aid

certain areas of Sunderland

Large national organisations including Save
the children

What do you think of when | say “poverty in the UK” ?

Lifestyle (drugs, alcohol, gambling, following
fashion, debt, prostitution, people wanting nice
things and not having the money to buy them,
people on benefits)

Poverty leads to crime

Disasters

Family background & social status

People don’t care about poverty in the UK
Prevalent in major cities

Not enough jobs

Homelessness

Salvation Army




Which groups of people are living in poverty in the UK?

Homeless and squatters

unemployed and those with small
disposable incomes

students and those with poor education
drug and alcohol users

refugees and asylum seekers

Young parents and irresponsible parents
People with disabilities and older people.

What is the main cause of poverty in the UK?

Basic living costs including mortgages,
rents, size of families, pets, health etc
Appropriate education

Debt including bank charges

Habits including gambling, drink, drugs
etc

Low wages and unemployment

Whose responsibility is it to tackle poverty in the UK?

Government — named individuals, local
councils and the government on issues
including education, housing,
immigration)

Charities and large scale organisations
Rich people and celebrities

Banks — not letting people get into debt
Everybody

What could be done to overcome poverty in the UK?

Improve
- Housing

Education for all (young and old)

Laws especially immigration

Funding and resources to charities that can

go directly to those most in need



Using the interactive Jigsaw Map

Using the Youth Development Group’s write-on, wipe-off jigsaw map of
Sunderland, young people were asked to mark the areas of Sunderland that they
thought were poor, and not so poor. They were asked to define what makes an
area poor and what changes, if any could be made to make these areas better
for children and young people.

The young people were able to illustrate in more detail their thoughts about what
made their areas poor. These included the general appearance of areas (derelict
houses, graffiti, litter, broken phone boxes etc), drug dealers, lack of foot police,
crime and anti-social behaviour (racist abuse, theft violence, knife crime, stolen
cars, burglary, under-age drinking etc), irresponsible parents and unemployment.

Suggestlons for change included;
Fine graffiti artists
Compulsory community service for all
Advertise clinics for young people
Make jail less attractive
Open more youth clubs
Build new houses (decent)

Ending child poverty
We ended the session by asking the young people whether or not they thought

the Government would achieve its pledge to end child poverty by 2020. Only 3
young people thought this would happen.

The Government wants to end Child Poverty by 2020. Do you think they will
achieve this?

40+

30+

20

10+

yes

10



If they were in charge of ending child poverty they would do this by providing
more individual support to people in need with basic requirements of food,
shelter, warmth, food, clothes etc. They would like to see more funding available
for this and more education about poverty. Many young people in the session
were shocked when presented with the facts about poverty, the maps showing
regional and local statistics were extremely effective in providing a visual picture
of poverty in their communities.

One young person ended this session by commenting that if they were in charge
of ending child poverty they would do this by

“Giving every child an equal chance”

If I was in charge of ending Child Poverty | would do this by ...

1% 2% 13%

17%

17%

4%
9%

6%

28%

@ More education about poverty

m Provide warmth, safe shelter, better homes and clothes
O Better jobs and training

O Give more funding / donations / sharing

m Change benefit system

O Raise salaries and lower costs

m Other

O Get rid of government

= Give every young person an equal chance

With thanks to
- Carol Sexty and Paul Woodhouse — Save the Children for funding this piece of work

Kelly Scott — Pit Stop Youth Centre for hosting our event
Chris Foreman — City of Sunderland Community ICT for filming the day and providing
technical support (as usual!)
Youth Development Group for lending us their interactive map of Sunderland
The youth workers who brought along the young people
4UM young people for letting us test the e-voting presentation questions on them, and for
their comments
The young people from SNCBC (Sunderland North Community Business Centre), YMCA
Herrington Burn, Washington Youth Matters, ODYPP (Oxclose District Young Peoples
Project) Barmston Extended Schools, Pallion Action Group, 4UM and LAC Service) for
their views and attendance at the event
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Appendixes
1. Gender Breakdown

Gender Breakdown

Male Female

2

. Ages

Ages of young people who participated in the
consultation
20
15
10
5
o
1-12yrs 13- 16yrs 17-19yrs 19-25yrs anadult

3. What are the “Good” things about living in your area?

What are the "Good" things about living in your are a?

Lots of Good Good Good Clean help from
friends schools houses transport streets neighbours /
others

4. What are the “not so” good things about living in your area?

What are the "not so good" things about living in y our area?
30
25
20
15
10
5
o
Not enough things ~ Not enough Transport  Unclean streets Not enough help Gangs / bullying /
to do / places to friends from family / fear of crime /
go friends knifes

12



5. The one thing that would improve the area | live in the most in

More things to do (affordable, yth club
longer hours, more football, more fun)

15

Improve environment (flowers, clean up | 6

bus stops, streets etc)

Organized sports (football)

Parks, play areas, skate park 3
Move house 2
People who live here (neighbours, 11
chavs, druggies)

crime 1
nothing 1
More friends 1
other 2

6. Does your family take a holiday every year?

Does your family take a holiday every year?

6a) YP at Pit Stop event

Does your family take a holiday every year? (Pit St op Event)

onsoaBRREEE

Does your family take a holiday every year/ (4UM)

7. The things that were / are difficult to affortidsahool

NB 18 young people (31 % ) said Nothing

The things that were difficult to afford at school were

adults equipment  college/school

school trips shows for sports transportto  school dinner school uniform fags everything food

technology

13




8. Do you take part in activities outside of sclrool

Do you take part in activities outside of school?

9. What activities would you like to take part in that you don’t at the minute?....

Arts (Music lessons / drama / dancing) | 8
Horse Riding 2
Nothing 4
Get a job 4
Outdoor sports (football, cricket, 12
rounders, skiing

Indoor sports (gymnastics, swimming, 10
trampoline, kick boxing

Fun activities (ice-skating, trips, sky 5
diving, karting

Driving lessons 1
other 5

10. My education has prepared me for work... True / False

My education has prepared me for work

B

E

11. I was able to study the subjects | wanted to at school / college

| was able to study the subjects | wanted to at sch ool / colleg

12. Bullying affected how well | did at school / college

Bullying affected how well | did at school / colleg e..

iy

g

o &

Not applicable - Iwasn't
bullied at school
college
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13. | was offered the support | needed at school / college to cope with
bullying

| was offerred the support | needed at school /
college to cope with bullying

<

° 9 & §

TRUE FALSE Not applicable- |
wasn't bullied at
school/ college

14. Have you ever being excluded or suspended from school

Have you ever been excluded / suspended from
school?

Yes No

15. Do you think being excluded / suspended from school damaged your
education

Do you think being excluded / suspended from
school damaged your education?

25+
204

54

0
5]
0
Yes no  notapplicable - |
havent been
suspended /

excluded from
school

16. The government wants to end child poverty by 2020 Do you think they
will achieve this?

The Government wants to end Child Poverty by 2020. Do you think they will
achieve this?

40

30

20

10

yes no

17. If I was in charge of ending child poverty | would do this by

More education about poverty 6

Provide warmth, safe shelter, better homes and clothes 8
Better jobs and training 4

Give more funding / donations / sharing 13

Change benefit system 3

Raise salaries and lower costs 2

Other 8

Get rid of government 2
Give every young person an equal chance 1

15



If I was in charge of ending Child Poverty | would do this by ...

4% 2% 13%

17%

17%

4% —

6% 9%

28%

@ More education about poverty

® Provide warmth, safe shelter, better homes and clothes
0O Better jobs and training

O Give more funding / donations / sharing

m Change benefit system

@ Raise salaries and lower costs

m Other

O Get rid of government

m Give every young person an equal chance

Let’s start a conversation about Poverty

Group work discussions

Group

1 - What do you think of when | say the word
Poor

No money
Unemployment
Aids

Africans

Eastern Europe
Shanty towns

Dirty water

Guinea worms
Prostitution

Bad lifestyles
Council houses
Live Aid

Bob Geldof

Bono

Live 8

Pennywell

Hetton
Government
Fence houses
Benefits

Untidy appearance
Hobo

Make Poverty History
Save the Children

poverty?

16



Group 2 - What do you think of when | say “Poverty in the UK”
- Debt
Drugs and alcohol
Smoking
Fashion fix
Charity
Prevalent in major cities
Salvation army
Make Poverty History
Homeless children
Not enough money for nice things
People don’t care about poverty in UK
Prostitution
Poverty leads to crime
Poverty after disasters
On the rise
Not enough jobs
Benefit trap
Credit crunch
Family background

Group 3 - Which groups of people are living in pove  rty in the UK?

- Homeless
Unemployed
Drug and alcohol addicts
Refugees and asylum seekers
Young parents
Irresponsible parents
Squatters
Industrialisation
Lack of education
Disabilities
Old age
Small disposable income
Students

Group 4 - What is the main cause of poverty in the UK?
Gambling
High Rent
Identify theft
Cost of college and university for older people that don't get it for free
Debt
Over spending
Unqualified so cant get a job
Cost of mortgages
Pets
Habits to pay for (drink / drugs)
Unemployment
Low wages



Expense of living

Credit crunch

Bank charges

Too many kids to pay for
Health fees

Group 5 - Whose responsibility is it to tackle pov  erty in the UK?
- Rich people
Celebrities — so they can look good
Banks — bands that allow already poor people to get in debt
Religion
Multi-million £ investors
Property owners
Councils — more houses in poorer communities
The pope
Big organisations
Charity
Good education 4 better rewards
Sponsors
Country overcrowding
The president
The major
Prime minister
donate free food
Everybody

Group 6 - What could be done to overcome poverty in the UK?
“There is definitely poverty in the UK”
- Handle immigration

Money to charity to help homeless

Good laws

Bad age limits — i.e. heighten drink ages

Travel costs lowered / fairer the system or free

Acceptable standard of housing

Free education

Harvest festival

Better education so better prepared for work.

Notes
1 Speech to the 2008 Labour Party Spring conference
2 Peter Townsend’s definition of poverty

3 CPAG (Child Poverty Action Group — Child Poverty the stats. october 2008
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