DS/HCF06/VL

6 October 2006

«Title» «Initials» «LastName»
«Organisation»
«AddressLine1»
«AddressLine2»
«PosttownCounty»
«Postcode»


Dear «Title» «LastName»
Housing and Neighbourhood Renewal Fund Grants 

I am writing to you on behalf of Sunderland’s Strategic Housing Partnership that is responsible for the delivery of the Housing Strategy 2006 – 2011 in Sunderland. 

The Housing Strategy for Sunderland was agreed by Sunderland City Council’s Cabinet on Wednesday 13 September 2006 and a copy is available through the website www.sunderland.gov.uk
The Partnership has been allocated £250,000 from the Neighbourhood Renewal Fund for 2006/7 and £250,000 for 2007/8 and this allocation has been called the ‘Housing Challenge Fund’. The Partnership would, therefore, like to invite you to make an ‘expression of interest’ for utilising these funds through the completion of the Project Application Form, a copy of which is attached with the guidance notes for completion. If you prefer, electronic copies of these forms can be made available upon request. My email address is detailed below.

Members of the Partnership are looking to fund up to 5 strategic projects over the period 2006 – 2008 that will support the delivery of the 3 aspirations of Sunderland’s Housing Strategy, which are to; 

1. Improve the choice of type, location and price of housing to meet 21st Century aspirations and demands, and reverse the trend of outward migration

2. Improve the quality and standard of housing and ensure that sustainable communities are created

3. 
Provide housing and accommodation with support options that reflect and meet the needs and aspirations of Sunderland’s large and diverse population
Should you wish to apply for this grant funding, please complete the attached Project Application Form and return it to David Smith, Housing Strategy Manager, Housing Strategy Team, PO Box 102, Civic Centre, Sunderland, SR2 7DN by Tuesday 31st October 2006.  

If your application meets the criteria for the grant, you will then be invited to the Strategic Housing Partnership to present your project to the Partnership for discussion and potential approval. If agreed as a priority for funding by the Partnership the application will be submitted to the Sunderland Partnership.

Please note that grant applications are not final until project appraisals are complete and the Sunderland Partnership agrees an application ultimately.

Should you have any queries about anything contained in this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me on (0191) 553 1585 or via email at david.smith@sunderland.gov.uk

Yours sincerely

David Smith

Housing Strategy Manager

