Sunderland Community Network

Invitation to bid for Grant to provide support to the Network

The Steering Group of the Sunderland Community Network is seeking bids from Voluntary/Community organisations with appropriate legal status and based in Sunderland for a grant to deliver support to the Network and the Steering Group to enable full and active participation of the Network in the Sunderland Partnership at all levels.

Reporting to and under the strategic direction of the Network Steering Group the successful organisation will support and facilitate the Network to:

· Ensure and enable full participation at all levels of the Sunderland Partnership and facilitate development of the Network to ensure its structures mirror those of the Partnership

· Organise and provide support to the Steering Group and Network members, especially in relation to meetings and events for which an indicative budget of £15,000 has been allocated

· Promote the Network throughout the city and develop the Network membership

· Ensure the Network has a strong voice to influence the decision making processes of the Sunderland Partnership

· Ensure effective engagement and communication between the Network and the Sunderland Partnership

· Liaise with the ITC Unit at Doxford Park to keep the editorial content of Network Website up-to-date and assist members to access and use the website effectively

A Grant of up to £180,000 will be awarded to the successful organisation to provide support to the Network for a period of one year, subject to terms and conditions. The whole grant will be paid in advance. 

Applications for the Grant should provide a method statement detailing how support will be provided and include:

1. Background information on the organisation including  evidence of legal status, Audited accounts for the previous 3 years, copies of public liability and indemnity insurance certificates and an organisation structure chart.

2. Details of the ‘core staff’ to be employed on the project, including roles and responsibilities, job descriptions/person specifications.

3. How an effective communication system would be put in place to build on the existing system and to ensure it is more inclusive of all members and partners.

4. Specifically, what support would be provided to the Steering Group and membership of the network and how that would be delivered.

5. A timeline for the project, including key milestones and targets/outcomes to be reached.

6. A detailed breakdown of all financial costs of the project to achieve the aims of the Network.

7. Recommendations for the sustainability of the project/network in the longer term.

8. The names and contact details of 2 referees with knowledge of the organisation.

9. Supporting documents as outlined in Annex A

Background information can be obtained from www.sunderlandcommunitynetwork.org.uk 

Applications should to sent to Jessica May, Sunderland Partnership 

Manager, PO Box 100, Civic Centre, Burdon Road, Sunderland, SR2 7DN to be received no later than 1pm Thursday 30th November 2006. 

Interviews for short-listed organisations will be held on the morning of Tuesday 12th December 2006 and those organisations will be required to deliver a 15 minute presentation on the following topic:

‘What are the issues, challenges and opportunities facing the Sunderland Community Network and how will you practically support the Network in tackling those issues over the next 12 months’.

The panel will also ask questions on the bid.

You may wish to take the opportunity to prepare for such an eventuality.

ANNEX A

CHECKLIST

Please tick to indicate you have included:

Evidence of Legal Status

Audited accounts for the last 3 years

Organisation Structure Chart

Copy of Public Liability Insurance

Copy of Employers Liability Insurance

Equal Opportunities Policy

Recruitment and Selection Policy

Health & Safety Policy

Environmental Policy

Vulnerable Adults/Child Protection Policy

Equality & Diversity Policy

Complaints Procedure

Grievance Procedure

