26 September 2006

Dear Colleague

Coalfields Consultation – Digital Challenge- £6 million for one City

“One size does not fit all”

11 October 2006 – 12.30pm-4.00pm

Bethany Christian Centre
I am delighted to have this opportunity to invite you to the Digital Challenge Coalfields Consultation exercise on the 11 October 2006 at 12.30pm in the Bethany Christian Centre, Houghton le Spring.  

In December 2005 the Government announced the `Digital Challenge’.  To quote the Government - “The digital challenge is about setting the vision for and taking the next bold and radical steps in creating a digitally enabled society” and  “Success will depend on a highly focused and effective partnership of private, public, community and voluntary interests”.

Sunderland is one of these 10 finalists short-listed.  If we are successful we will receive £6,000,000.  The next steps will be:

· Commencing the next phase of the community, partner and voluntary sector consultation and research.

· Identifying the potential pilot schemes.

The Coalfield Forum, Houghton Racecourse Community Access Point, Sunderland Centre for Voluntary Services, Liaze and Sunderland City Council has joined together to co-ordinate the Coalfields Consultation.  Enclosed are an agenda, reply slip and poster.  I should be grateful if you would display the poster in a public area for information and complete and return the reply slip before the 10 October 2006.   Crèche and transport are available; please let us know before hand to enable us to provide it.  

Hope you can make it and look forward to seeing you on the day.  If you would like to discuss this further please do not hesitate in contacting Nicol McConnell on 0191 5534020 or email nicolmcconnell@yahoo.co.uk.    

Best wishes

Nicol McConnell (HRCAP)

On behalf of the Coalfield Forum

