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SUNDERLAND SOUTH FORUM

Wednesday 26th April 2006

St David’s, Farringdon

MINUTES

Item 1 Welcome, Introductions 

Attendance List 

Eddie Toomey, Cllr. Betty Gibson, Cllr Stuart Porthouse, Cllr. Peter Gibson, Colin Laidler, Richard Parry, Val Cousins, Audrey Carr, Debra Divanis, Mary Pattinson, Kathryn Warrington, PC Les Jordan, Dot Edminson, Inspector Michael Smith, Lee Ferry, Stephen Slack, Elaine Culkin, David Bailey, Eileen Dunn, Thomas Brunton.

Item 2 – Apologies

 W Hardy, M Eynon, S Bellfield, A Bellfield, V Metcalfe, J Reid, P Gray, L Wilson, G MItchell.

Item 3 - Minutes of the last meeting dated 29th March 2006

Agreed as a true record.

Item 4 – Matters arising
Apologies from Dot Edminson and Mary Pattinson not recorded in March’s minutes. Agreed the minutes secretary needs to get his act together.

Item 5 – Sustainability – presentation by Kathryn Warrington

Kathryn is a member of the Sustainability Team of the City Council whose aim is to address issues of environmental issues and sustainable development through strong community involvement.

Presentation attached with the minutes.

Discussion followed on developing a programme of environmental improvements and the help the Team could give the Forum.

Item 6 – Employment sub group report

Employment of Worker - Jackie Noonan has been appointed to the post of Development Coordinator and will take up post in early May.

The appointment was welcomed as Jackie has many skills to bring to the Forum and ensure it meets its goals. Forum members looked forward to welcoming and working with Jackie.

Item 7 – Information Sharing

Sunderland CVS – Mary Pattinson reported on a funding event for groups who work with children and young people.

The Local Network Fund, Community Foundation and the Four Acre Trust will be delivering presentations and workshops from 9.30-12.30, Thursday 25 May at Sunderland CVS. 

Further details contact SCVS on: 565 1566.
South Healthy Cities – David Bailey reported from April grants would be available, up to £500 and above £500 for local groups, from a £50,000 budget, and the Forum will be eligible to apply. South Healthy Cities funding had impacted on 20,000 people and he cited an example where it and council SIB funding had sustained a project until their lottery application was approved.

David also outlined the staff support and free courses available for community organisations and groups through South Healthy Cities. 

Further details from David: 553 6825. 

St David’s – Eddie Toomey provided details on developments in the Community Garden Project and have been working with South Healthy Cities and SCVS to develop it. It is likely to be a job training and environmental improvement scheme.
A690 Youth Project – it was reported the Project had delivered an 8 week pilot youth work at St David’s and was looking for funding to continue it on Tuesday evenings.

Sessions at Silksworth CA are quite ‘difficult’ with a core group of young people behaving negatively causing problems for other users of the Centre. However, things were improving.

Les Jordan reported that the Silksworth youth provision is highly valued by the police who see a reduction in local problems on club nights. The need for dedicated youth facilities was highlighted.

It was further reported that changes to the delivery of the Sunderland South Youth Strategy would result in a full time worker to work in Plains Farm and Farringdon to develop and sustain the provision. This will be subject to a report to the South Area Committee.

Further details contact Lee or Steve on: 553 8890.

Item 8 – Funding Update

SIB and Community Chest grants available through South Area Committee.

Contact Richard Parry on 553 1217 or Cath Morrow on 553 1211.

Doxford CA has received funding from the South Lifelong Learning Forum for computer and 1st Aid courses.

New members from the community are being sought for the South Healthy Cities Group. Contact David Bailey on 553 6825.

St David’s has received £10,000 from Coalfield Regeneration Trust for new furniture.

Item 9 – Any Other Business

None

Item 10 –Date and Time of Next Meeting
24 May 2006, 1.00pm at St Chad’s, East Herrington. 

Buffet served at 12.30pm
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